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President of Wales and in other capacities. At
Penshurst their second son, Robert, was born in the
following year, and their eldest boy was being pre-
pared for training and occupation elsewhere.

For positive information about Philip, after the
date and place of his birth, we have to wait till his
tenth year; and then we have a strange glimpse of
him. From a day-old infant he has developed into
a clerk in holy orders, requiring only a few formali-
ties to qualify him as rector of a parish church in
Wales.

On the 6th of May, 1564, Philip Sidney, clerk,
appointed one Master Gruff John, clerk, bachelor of
laws, and rector of Skyneog, to appear as his proctor
before Thomas, Bishop of St. Asaph, and, after ex-
cusing his absence and alleging the cause thereof, to
claim, on his behalf, admission to and institution in
and corporeal possession of the church and rectory of
Whitford, in the county of Flint, and, also on his
behalf, to renounce the jurisdiction of the Pope and
take the oath of allegiance to Queen Elizabeth. On
the /th of May the Bishop of St. Asaph appended
his signature and seal to a document preferring Philip
Sidney, scholar, to the church aforesaid. On the
8th of May Philip Sidney, represented by his proc-
tor, was duly admitted by the bishop's vicar to the
church and rectory, the same being declared vacant
through the just deprivation of Hugh Whitford, the
former rector; and on the 4th of June the transfer
was completed by the signing of an indenture be-
tween the Bishop of St. Asaph and Philip Sidney,
son of Sir Henry-Sidney, knight, whereby the said